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iclear. I've often vwondered if scme oI the onsilcian tlades aroun

site couldn't have been “afted Into a wooden nandle Icrzing a composite-

table be-

e e

vlade machete for grass trimming. Thils idea should

s
cause cuiting grass should leave an opaline zolish on tiades used in

trees such as ceiba, conacaste, Jjiote, and Jobo

PR W e m hl
this wav. Tall

¢ wnich can be Tound growing in the Aguilzares zraa Tocay I've

ra2covered nance by flotaition fronm

tlotation samples were collecied from various sizavaZed comtayts
4 35 1. (trmree bucket) volume waz utilized as = starnlard which seemed
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1 calvador as a quelite. 32y the same token, the morning glory seeds

could juct be members of the backgzround flora.
o

fact that ¢l o

]

the wood charcoal

o

Cf nmarticular irterest, is th

z Structure A is pine and ihere are no pines growing on or near the

La Palma, at least 35 lim. air distznce from Cikuailan. 1In

nstruction than locazal hard-
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(9]

n
nmay have been

woods. Segments of rine were zalso used as torches by the Mavans.

Initially, faren Zruhns suggested that the Cihuatan zrea cmay have
been important for the zroducticn and trade of cacao. I find this hy-
scthesis untenable. Czcao is currenilr a very miner crozs in Z1
Salvador, with cne smzll zlantaticn in the 3an lizuel area. Cacao
srows best in an area with 45 to 1CC iz. of rain a yesar (Cihuatan
has £7), and soil with a 3T beitweern & znd 7.3 (Cihuatan should range
arocund £.1 o £.25 taced on arzlvses ¢f similar soils in las luevas
Clzsificaciones y Locs fuslos de =1 3alvador). The real croblem is that

four month dry season with Yecember tnhrough sarch averaging less than
an inch and a half ol rain. For urescizitation records Irom the Inginio

irrigation, water stress Ior cacas curing thess months would te severe.
D

If cacao is eliminated as an econonic base for Cihuatan, what “hen?
L .. - B - o - r T ~ . - — .

In nis revort to the ilirg of Szain In 1574, ~iege Garcia de Palacio
mentions that there 1s nmothins wertlhi mentlioning irn the arz2a arcund Santa
fna tut two trpes oI wood, onc of 1ch turns vater fawn-colored and
the otner, Llue.

TR TN e o e =u- 3 Vil v ~ivdad by J

21 Jalwvador. igtoria de sus -ueblos, ¥illaes, v ~iudades by corge
larde y barin (17927) contains numercus mentions of crops for villages
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collection at University of f4Arizonz courtes
the Yarahumara so this identificaiion can bz checlied.)
Several lines of evidence suztest that cotton and indigo troduc-

ubcistence cconomy of Yihuatan.

4]

tion mar have been important to tThe

otton yarn and textiles may have been one procuct zroduced at

oJ
I
o
.
O

L number of plants mentioned Ty Suzman in zsvecies Utiles de la
Tlora Szlvacdorena (1876) could ravs teer important to the sostulated
textile industry at Cihuatan. Ceita cr pochotle (Ceidz n2niandra)

r ; There zrz alsc a nunber

achiote Rixa orellana yellow, red

aromo Acacia farnesiana velliow

limoncillo Cantoxilum verrcti yellow

palo mera llorus celtidifolia vellow

campeche tematoxylon camrechlanun briliiant red, blue

nance Erysonima crassiicliz scarlet
palo brasil Cesalpinia echirata rei occre
vitahaya Acanthocereus pentiaZonus caroine
norro Crescentia cujet blue
conacaste Znterlobium cyclocarzun black
mamnon Meliccoca biljuga black
To this list I would like to add fecomasuche, Cochlospermun
vitifolium which has brilliant yellcw inner bark which could be used

as a dye.

If the oven associated with Teature 12-1 does indeed turn out +o
te a copper smeller, the textile indusiry and metallurgy would combine

rroducts that would have o be iImvorted irnto Cinuatan could
include salt and dried fish Ifroz the ccast; pine for consiruction and
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hern E1 falwvador, Honduras, CGuatenala, or ilicaragua
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hardéwoods such as mahogany or ceirc Iro
rainforests; and obsidian frox Guatemala
locally from Guazapa).

Cihuatan could have occupied & very

Cuztemalan and Zonduran

3
~ s

]

(if it isn't rTailable

strategic tosition orn Post-

1t
classic trade routes between the south (Iicaragua and Costa Rica) and

the Guatemalan and central lexican highlands.
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aize kernels 2 1 1 1 1 6 63
.ize cupules 1 1 3 5 38
_arge common bean 1 1 12
"~all common bean 1 1 L 1 7 50
_uash rind v 1 1 2 25
inssypium hirsutum (cf) 1 1 2 25
__eobroma cacao (cf) 1 1 12
“ashew (cf) 2 2 12
iscoyol Palm 1 1 2 25
anicoid Grass 1 1 12
stucocid Grass 1 1 2 25
‘nknown Legume {0 10 1 3 14 38
211 Morning Glory 8 L 1 12 6 1 32 75
‘nknown Seed Type A 110 3 15 21 16 3 18 186 88
T or Amarilla 8 2 _ 1 1 12 50
.zgar's Lice (Desmodium)29 g 14 8 1L 1 6 3 76 100
Zecobilla (Bida) 11 2 7 1 1 22 63
iosa-Sensitive Plant 2 1 2 5 38
Jomposite @ 2 2 12
o ' % of Wood Charcoal
7iood Charcoal:
, -ze Resin Duct Pine 1 7 7 2 8 2 9 7 Lz 62
5uall Resin Duct Pine 5 L 2 2 13 19
~ sume (large vessels,
50 .11 rays) 1 1 1 2 5 7
Legume (medium vessels, :
e rays) 2 2 >
“on-Legume (large vessels,
small rays) 1 1 1 3 L
21 y dense vessels,
wide rays 2 1 3 L

- dindicates a teﬁ;tive identification that needs further confirmation
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iall Common Bean > 3 11
Janicoid Grass 1 1 11
known Type A 6 1 7 22
small Morning Glory 1 10 11 22
rge Morning Glory L L 11
"lor Amarilla L L 11
ggar's Lice(Desmodium) 1 1 L 6 33
Sscobilla (Sigda) 13 1 1L 22
all Kidney Shaped Legume 1 1 11
.nlknown Type B 2 1 3 22
od Charcoal: ¢¢ of Wood Charcoal
‘mall Resin Duct Pine 2 2 7
S lm 1 3 b 13
_egume, small triplet
- ssels, narrow rays 1 1 3
L.gume, small single
Tessels, narrow rays 2 2 i
_ ~ge single vessels,
larrow rays 6 5 . 11 37
> ressels/duct, narrow
> 5 2 2 L 13
Jiny dense single vessels,
~¢ 'row rays 1 2 2 5 17
Jiny sparse vessels,
ide rays 2 2 Vi
J: y dense vessels,
wide rays 1 1 3




