Morazan

A Non-Ceramic Complex in Northeastern el Salvador

By WoLFGaNG HABERLAND

During the vears of 1953 and 1954 the author conducted an archaeological re-

nerican Republic of El Salvador. As tioned

connaissance in the Cen

various other articles about this country. none of the material gathered could be

exported and, therefore, all writings had and have to be done by using field notes,

sketches, and photographs only. This was also the case here. In spite of these di

rs the results important enough to publish them, especi-

colleagues the 33l*f5ii_)i\ii§c_;\ of this scarcely known part of

El Salvador.

The north-eastern part of El Salvador, i.e. the part bounded by the northe

branch of the Carretera Panamericana to the south, the Rio Lempa to the west

and the Honduranean frontier to the north and east is divided, politically, into

n, and Unién, of which only the De-

three Departamentos: San Miguel, Mora
partamento de Morazan belongs entirely to this part of the countrv, while the

1 boundary.

other two have also parts south of the above-mentior

the Carretera Panameri 1 follows more

Going north from ana, \

vallev north of the active volcanic chain, one comes first across either t

volcano, Cacaguatique (1651 m), or the Sociedad Mountains (1188

deeply dissected and today, or at least at that time, either under cultivation or
otherwise deforested. These two features touch one another, so that even the road

to the north, i.e. to San I co Gotera, capital of Morazén, has to cross some

mountainous regions. North of these two high massifs, one has to cross the Rio

Torola, flowing east to west and emptying into the Lempa, the main river of El

Salvador, of which the Torola is the main tributary. There is a marked contrast
north of this river, the country there being more plateau-like, sometimes dissected
or transformed to well-rounded hills, which remind one of the landscapes of near-

by Honduras, of which, geologically, it forms a part.
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Most of the sites, mentioned in this report, are situated in the small part of
Salvador lying north of the Torola. They were all investigated during one single
trip to this part of the Departamento de Morazan, which took place from June 2q,

Besides the drivers of the two cars, a Jeep and a Landrover,

1954 to July 2,

de Mineria

-Herbert Grebe, at that time Jefe de la Secci

Trom: Folk, vol.3=9, pp.119-126; Copenhagen 1967
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of the Salvadorian Government accompanied the author. Main route

g more or less north from the capital of Morazdn, San Francisco

was the rc
Gotera, to the small village of Perquin near the frontier to Honduras and the north-
ernmost point to be reached.

The fi

32 km north of San Francisco Gotera along the road. This village is

st site was encountered near the village of Jocoaitique, wl

-

high basin 785 m ¢ level, surrounded on nearly all sides

site itself, about 1 km south-west of the actual village, lies within the |

d P

alluvial terrace at the margin of a small brook, locally called Pozo El Amate af

h it flows. The name w r the site.

the near-bv

spring from wh s also adopted

On this quite broad and level terrace, used today as a pasture and, therefore,

°KS, 4 numni-

ber of obsidian chips were found all in the same general - foot of a

nded and probably natural hill. At that time,

import

to this find, especially since no recognizable instruments or parts of

- among them. Three very weathered sherds, tound on the sz

from the obsidian chips. are regarded as modern manufacture,

5t century.

ueblo Viejo, was found on a hig 300 m north of

n at a point 10,4 km from Jocoaitique and 2.1 km from Per-

m above sea level, we have already entered the pine

rt of the country begins at about 8oo m above sea

ire growing, interspersed with some small

i thin blanket of short grass, muc

damaged

a few ohsidian chips were recovere

The fragment is

ving, however,

vas broac

{. The tip is damaged and partly broken off. Both edges of the

obable stem are

poln L

pressure-flaked, as indicated in the

rough draw rom the field notes. was 0,2 cm long, 4,35 cm

wide over tl

and 2,3 cm near t

not record field notes.

[he t

Quebrada Las Marias, after a

into the otherwise nearly flat surface. [t 1s situated just before the

could not even be called a dirt road at that time) leavine the main road

1

south of Perquin a into the gorge of the

d running east to Arambala goes dowr

Quebrada Las Marias, about one kilometer from the road. The plain crossed be-

-ite ?) without anv humus worth

‘e by the path consists of a reddish soil (late

but here

mentioning. Within some radius of the site it is thinly cove

and there ¢

into several steps, exposing the soil and,

ous obsidian chips. There were found washed out and also

time, num
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west, following the

of a geolc It. which

more

two are chips from quartz-l

of obsi

- one found

Gualococti 1s rou

preserved len

is 2.9 cm. As with all other instruments,

notes

Whil

of the author,

1111011

ing

tops on
1dy in the Departamer
=01 m high saddle between

the same

point {rom

mes:
ered. Unfortunately, no
discription of the sherds or
in spite of the fact that the «

the

sites. However, one has to b

Among these, or

northern foot of a steep escarpment, This is

is obviously
at Pueb
1ly bifaciallv ch

gtn 1§ ¢

le each of the sites bv

together indicate an inte

-like northern top, 740 on

bjects sound very interesting and

above mentuoned material, L«

probably the line
: southern boundary of the Torola valley, and

vities of the long extinet volcano Cacag

uatique,
lococti. Among the above-mentioned stone pieces

ile the rest consists

ring

instrument could be ob-

1

f-shaped point, perhaps

: that object, the tip from

with additional fine pressure flaking along

m, its width slightly above the broken base

en recorded in the fie

no thickness has 1

1tionir

1f would scarcely be

~sting phenomenon. It is especially important, in

site has been fo

south for nstance on to

nly other visited north

a hill with two mesa

north village of Carolina and

notes 1ir

le San Miguel. lcate, that in the

the two tops, “manv des and a

were

re

I, obsidian chips

again encount-

measurements have been made nc

numbers given in

may

s Bonetes included

11101

in this group of

1

in mind that there may be another site which could

be included. It is furthermore interesting, that questioning of the inhabitants of

the different wvillages did

with

site
of th

are either comr

, while sever:

Torola

Among tl

ol

yarts

i were
El

Rosario: 3; Gualococ

More instruments may well have been there,

ince,
the obsidian pieces. So actua

1a

other hand, the instruments fi

points, unif: worked,

worked and probably with a

not result in

the non-ceram ic I'.'i.'l["l'l.l]

encountered

any further information about

ceramic

| region north

ites that ceramic sites

very rare in this part of the country.
mentioned above, onlv 15 ins

lo \"it'jt')i

can pe

truments or

Quebrada las Marias: 10;

which only five

adeguately described.

but they passed unnoticed at the

ades, which the author recalls to have seen among

the instrument counts should be higher., On the

und can be placed into two groups: small triangular

rer leaf~shaped poi r knifes, bifacially

The first group was found at
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Quebrada Las Marias and El Rosario (Fig. 2 c,d) while broken examples of the

2a), El Rosario

second eroup were met with at Pueblc

“both groups have been found together

and Gualococti (Fig. 2€). Since ¢

e

> complex. To |

Las Maria

lers them both part of the sa

after the Departamer

cing is provisional and de
ire the connections with other

2. As to the

The final two questions arising from the mate

croups in this general area and the question ot its d:

'.Ul]‘.-"t‘l'llIlii('

first, only two groups of this kind in northern Central America have been adequa-

lescribed to date. One of them, from Hond
Ripley P. Bullen and Willi W. Plowden jr.

and a

plemer

which obviol

TG T &
from Pueblo Viej«

point is, however

authors also menti

also are instruments (ibid., F

some with worked edges were among the ma

north-western part of Intibuca: howev

rtamento virtually unknown, but also the landscape, elevation,

gical character are similar to one another. Fin: the so-called pre

sites are nearly all in the vallev or basin bottom, something like the Morazan sites

1nection exists between the two complexes.

Whe

—— ! .
[herefore, the author feels that some

- single




from Intibu

ceramic comple

mentione d above, is of anyv consequence or not cannot vet !}l' (_lc_f:f[{(}r_i_

: ¢ her or 11¢ tionet 4 ! .\Lw Iy,
: ted ar by Michael D. Coe and Kent V. I ;

insiae

us artifacts illu-

the major obsid

strated by Coe and onlv one

ch ate one of It is

¢ ) ne i
} ountered I

na De noted, nowever, I

of those measured at El Rosario. As to the other objects, those called “stemmed

yoints”? (Coe an af-shaped bifacial
Y 1 . r ki es to e
T nstr r ar st
these comparisons together, it seems that certain
Intibuca a 1 1 Chayal, but these are still too vague
t re st t t e Inti 1 und in a
imilar ronme t ce T to ror ir sites. Shi he
| from Los B to bel to the Mor complex also
the distance would then be stil ller

As to the dating, which is intimately connected with the question of similarities,

lications are

P.

rops tor any sub-

{0 prow

stantial subsistence

and poor garden plo

yeen still more difficult in pre-Columbian

I he a 101 ot D 1C I | as the
ijacent par { Honduras. h een a regi es

1d. This may explain, for example,

retreated, using it as an excellent hunting gro I
why most of the sites are situated in basins or on river terraces, mostly near small

brooks, since here animals., es ly deer and other larger mammals, could be

author







