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PREHISTORIC FOOTFPRINTS FROM EL SALVADOR

In the Central American Republic of El Salvador the
Rio Lempa divides the eastern third of the country from
the rest. In its lower course it flows through a large
coastal plain, built up in geologically recent times by
river deposits and sediments from the volcanic chain in
the north (San Vicente and the volcanic group of the
east). From west (Balsam range) to east (Colinas de
Jucuarin) this plain has a length of about 100 km. and
a width of 20 km. Some 20 years ago the nearly flar
land, which slopes only very slightly from the volcanic
chain to the Pacific coast, was still heavily wooded, but
since then most of the forest has been cleared away for
cotton crops, only leaving tiny patches of the original
vegetaton. In this process a number of archaeclogical
gites were revealed, especially east of the Rio Lempa, in
the department of Usulutin.

During 1955, while working on geological and archae-
ological reconnaissance, the writers learned incidentally
abour the discovery of some “footprints in stone™ on the
hacienda La Carrera. They were found during the con-
srruction of a farm road in a territory locally called
‘“0a Rama,” 10 km. southwest of the town Usulutin, 4
km. northeast of the little harbor Puerto El Triunfo on
the Bahia de Jiguilisco, and 2 to 3 km. north of the
coastal mangrove swamps. Some of the slabs were
saved out of curiosity by local workmen and brought
to the hacienda while the rest were destroyed by tractors
using the road. At the time of our visit to the hacienda
the slabs deposited there were mostly heavily weathered,
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but the imprints were still distiguishable. One of them
was guite perfect and showed a human right foot 26 cm.
long (Fig. 2). Besides these human signs there were
2 different animal tracks, the larger one, measuring 10
cm. in diameter, certainly belonging to the cat family.

Afrer locating one of the workmen who originally
found the tracks, we went with him to the spot and
made cuts in the steep banks of the road. On the north
side only one very poor imprint, indicating a southeast-
erly direction could be found (Fig. 1), while on the
southern side eight of them were revealed, with certainly
more to the north (Figs. 1 and 3). These imprints,
showing 4 right and 4 left feet, belong at least w 5
persons walking in a northwesterly direction. They were
deeper (up to 5 cm.) and not as clear as the ones seen
at the hacienda, certainly due to softer soil. The largest
of them had a length of 32 cm., the smallest, perhaps of
a child, of 21 em.

As regards the determination of age of the tracks,
geological and archaeological considerations have to be
combined. The footprines are 1.50 m. under the surface.
The profile (Fig. 4 a) shows in the upper parts a darkish
brown scil; 1.20 m. beneath the surface a layer 30 cm.
thick consists of dark brown, partly consolidated sand,
which is separated from the tracks by a layer of fine-
grained sand only a few centimeters thick. The imprints
themselves are embedded in a light brown, partly green-
ish sandstone of unequaliy-grained consistency, Remains
of plants and an imprint of an unidentifiable bone
farther down than the tracks were found in it. This
layer was examined to a depth of 30 cm.

Two kilometers to the west of La Rama and I km.
north of Puerto El Triunfo another. profile could b=
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Fig. 1 [Haberland and Grebe].






