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THE POTTERS OF GUATAJIAGUA,
SALVADOR

Trrr picturesque town of Guatajiagua, situated
hrlf e ,la1"s ¡icle from San Nliguel in e¿stern S¿l-

"¡Jor, is noted for the excellence of its 1'rottcry.
Thc lnJi¡n inh;rbirlnts for rhe grea¡er ¡;lrt rre oI

¡urc bloorl, but thev h¿n'e ¿b¿nclouecl their n¿tive
longue and speak the Spanish language. There is

r:rson to believe th¿t fortnerly they usecl thc
\Í.rt.r.qelpan di¿lect still spoken in Cacaopera iLncl

[-isli.¡ue, although thet' ur:rv have emploved the

Lmca l:rnguage like thc ma joricl' of the inh¿bit¿nts
od c¡s¡ern Salvador.

Cl¡r- for pottery-making is founcl in three .lo-

r¿l¡¡ics ne¿r the torvn. It is mined bv rvotnen tvi¡h
:hc ¡iJ of ¿n iron-shocl stick, broken into slnall
l:n¡s, and carrie,.l to the ton n in [¡ro¡.1 b¿skets

i¡l¡nceJ on the he¿cl. Tl-rere it is dumpecl i¡rto
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lNDlIN NOTES

large vessels outside the house, water is ¿dded and
it is lefr to soak. Nle¿nwhile the jar is careful.ll'
covered to keep the pigs frorn drinking the water.

\\¡hen the clay is soft, sand ¿nd more water arc

¿tlded, and the mixture is kneaded until it is of
e xactlv the righ t consistencl'. This is a simple
but most important step, and is done rvith the most
scrupulous care, for the soundness of the finished
product depends on the proportions of the mixturc.
During the process ¿nd rvhile the vessels are in
course of manufacture any chance visitor samples

a pinch oí clav betn'een the thumb and fin¡¡ers

rvirh ¿ll the s¿r'oir faire ancl aplomb of ¿ con-
noisseur sipping vinta¡¡e rvine. To the rvriter
the cl¿y seemecl more stickl'than is usual in pot-
rcr.r-making, f<¡r it ¿dhered lirnly to the fingers

unlcss tlrey rvere dri¡rpin¿¡ with w¿ter. When thc

clay lras re¿ched this desirecl state ir is rolled into
cvlinclers about eighr inches high and six inches

in cli¿tneter. These, covered with wet cloths, are

kept in the house until neeclecl.

Although the oider rvomen ma1'collect the clal',
rnav criticize the lnaking, ¿n,.1 aid in the polishing,
nrost t¡f tlre actual f:rbric¿tion is doue by un-

nrarriccl girls. Thc re¿son for this is that thc
work is performetl on the grountl an.l the ¡,otter
rrLlst stln(l rvith hcr hcels togethcr an.l her knees

straiglrr rnosr of the time (|ig.37, h). It is not
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.-.: ersv posirion ro ¿ssunle) lec alone mainr¡in frrr
lJ:q; and the older lnembers of the househoid are
:ct sup¡'le enough fo¡ the t¿sk.

Bcfore co¡rmencing p o tterl'-rn aking a small
.:,:e¡ outside the house is sn e¡rr cle:rn ¿ncl ser.er¿l
le.¡r-cs ¿re placed on the ground to serve as:r blse
j,-'r thc cl¿r'. The ¡otrer flunscs her lisr into a

I;,, ;;. I)orrcr.r-lnaLinr, (iuaraji.rru.r. Srlr¡Jor

...:.t 6r ¡;'¡,.1"., sets i¡ on thc lcrves, :rn.l rrrl,itll.r-

.' :lis ir into ¿ roush ring (fi.q. 15,./). This ring is
( ':: s.lucezc(l ul) to foflll a Cnrtle tcsscl rr-ith :r llrrt
i'..:.i;lJ rcrric:rl siclcs ;rbout ¿n inch in tllickncss

'i::c 
¡..rttcr thcn st;rrts to slluf llc ;rt ¿n clc¡'l grrit

.: ::':.! tllc rcsscl. 'fltc rocs iu'c ;llll)()st in cr.lt-
:;.: ',ricll tltc cl;rr-, l¡ut neVcr rrctU;rll\- tOLrclr ir,
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1ND1IN NOTES

except in the c¿se of the tut.¡st ski.lful girls rvho can

r,v¿lk ¿roun.l the soft cl¿v w'¿lls rvith their toes

touchirrg so lightly ¿s not to tn¿r thc vcssel (lig.

J7, b). NIerLnw'hile the hands, onc insitlc :rnd thc

16.-Pottcrr'-tnrkirg, Guata jia.r¡ua, Sallador

other outsi,.lc, ¿rc u,orke.l rliagonal.lv u¡rvarcl tcr

curve ¿ntl thin thc rvalls (lig. 36, a). Iu :rn in-
cretlibh'short sp;rce of titnc ¿ sylnn)etric¿l clome of
clav rvith xn ol)en top is fortttetl, rvhich is to bc-

cornc the ul)l)er h¿lf of the cotnpletc(l vcsscl.

This donc, the cl¿v is tlrcnchecl uith uatcr, thc
o|cr:rtor resullles her circul¿r niarch, attcl the rlolltc
is smootherl bv passing a piecc of conrcolr over rhc

surf:rcc. The result:rnt form appears in lig. i6,,r.
Next thc rinr is frrshionetl. This sonlcti¡res is
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,lonc b1' making í¿ cre¿se in the rvalls, but nrorc
ofren it is built up bi- adding coils. The difliculn'
of rhis stage in the manuf¿cture (lepends on thc
sizc of the opening to be rinrnred, ¿s mav be sec¡r
;^ r;,, ,- , ¿ 4,,.,;- ,1.^ r.csSCl is ,lrcllcllctl rvitlr""'l )/,"'"'
rr'¡ter ¿nd carefully s¡roothetl.

\\'hen the rvorking-place rvas selccrecl, it n'es
Ioc¡ted in ¡he shade but ne¿r rhe ed.rle of tlre shlclos'
ofthe house. So artfulll'rv¿s it choscn th¿t ¿ fes'
nlinutes after the vesse l s'as half comlrletetl, es s'c

I'rr;. 3;. I)ottcr,r'-tuakin.q, (itratajiagu.r, S.rlr:r.lor

l:.ire l'lcscriL'c.I, it u'as covcrerl br- tlle rlirccr antl
:'onc¡f¡l r¿r's of thc tropical sun. The cl¿r- tlries
:.i¡iJlr. Soon the h elf-co nrpJ c tctl lessel is solid
:::ough to lift, :rntl it is ¡icketl uP, c¿rrie:(t a.qxin
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lNDTIN NOTES

into the sha.le (lig. 33,.r), invertctl, aucl sct tlou'n
'rlith thc rinl on thc grouucl.

This olrerrrtion lrrinss thc b¿se u1rIcrttiost, antl

the lc¿vcs r¡u u hiclt thc original clel'c1'lincler lvls
sct irrc strlf¡ctl an ltr'. The cl¡r'thus rcve¿lecl is

l)ottcr\'-rr¡kio¡<, Gtr;rtr j i.rgLr.l, Sall :r..l<lr

sti.li soft and 1,lastic, for the h¿lf-n'rrlls of the ¡or
h¿r'c sitcltcrctl it frolll thc st¡ll.

Thc soft cl,rv of thc b¿se is norv prcssecl out to
lorttt a rotr.gh corrrice on the \\'¿lls t¡[ tllc int'erteJ

vessel (fig. 3S, ú), tire |ottcr resulrres hcr l¡lk
¿roun.l thc vcsscl, lnd the routrtlctl l¡ottolll is
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creeted by dia¡¡onal stroking rvith the h:rnds.
Soon a stage is reached when the openin.g is so rc-
,luccd th¿t it is scarcely possible to insert tlrc
hand. This is the l¿st ch¿nce to support the in-
terior of the vessel, so it is carefu.lll' smoothe(l
s ith much rvater ¿rncl ¿ corncob. Then the h<.¡le is

rc.luced in size until only a single finger can bc
inser¡ed.

Closing this opening is ¿ critic¿l and delicatc
t¡sk. The potter takes fresh clay, adds rvater,
¡nd kne¿ds it to exactly the proper consistencl'.
Then che linser is inserted in the hole ancl a coil <¡f

vcn' soft clav is l¿id ¿round it. The linger is
.ccntl\- wif hdra'rvn; the clal', lreing just u et
cnough to llorv rvhen unsupported, sinks, as ic
\\'cre, mir¿culouslv into place. If the itmount an.l
cohcsive porver of the clal' h¿ve been correcrl)'
csrimated, the bottom of the vessel is perfect antl
tl¡rr-less.

Fin¿l smoothing and polishing with much water
:n,l ¿ cornc<.¡b are norv given. This is delic¿¡e
rrork, for the rounded borrom of rhe jar is so un-
s:¡hle as to quiver like jelly at the slightesr rouch.
.{ h.rir's-s'eight too rnuch fressure rvill c¿use corn-
ilctc collapse.

The ncxt d¿r. h¿ndles are insertecl. \\'hen even'-
l5in.r¡ is dn' the rvho.le vessel is polished.rvith ¿

s:onc, rnd if by chance a trace of the lin¿l opening
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in thc b¡sc relnriÍrs it is c¿refullv scraped smoo¡h.
l:iri¡r1¡ is :rccorrr¡lishetl in clonled:rtlobe ovens.

Thc result¿nr lesscls rre of rhree lrrincipal kinds.
()ne is ¿ ,.1ce1,, o1,en,m<)r.rrh l)o\\'l use.l prinrarilv
ior cookin.q (tig. 3S). ..\ seconcl is e globular j;rr
of thc kinrl t¡scJ all olcr I-¿ri¡r Anrcric¿ for sroring
rv¿tcr (liu. 37, ,r).1 Thc rhir,.l is ;r slishtl.t' curveJ
gliLl.llc (lir. 39) rr h ich scrles for cot>kirrs rorrillas.
,\n lvcrilgc *orker conr¡rletcs four vcssels daili;
iln exccltiontrl |ottcr trtrns ortr ¿s m¿rlY as e ight.
-l'he local ¡rricc of tlle l¡orvls is six antl ¿ quarrcr
ccnts, ¿n(l of rhe j;rrs trvelvc ¿n.l ¡ lri¡lf cents in
UnircJ St;r¡es currct-rc\-. The Indi¿ns of Grrlta-
iiagLra are nor rich.

The ¡ortcrr'-rnaking ¡rocess rvhich n'e have de-
scribctl a|lrears to be lrurelr. alroritinal, and so f;rr
rrs thc nritcr knoss, is practisecl onlv in Gua¡u-

)i;rgua. In othcr lr¿rrrs of Salr'¿.lor nruclr |otrcr.r'
is nrilnuflcturctl both hl. hentl ¿ntl on:r w,heel.
J'irc han.l l)roccss corn¡ronh' cln¡rlovetl is to nrcl.lel
the lrase of thc vessel over ¿n inver¡ecl contlrletetl
jar, ¡r¡¡¡i¿l11' clrv i¡, and rhen ro build up rhe rv¿lls
Irv thc rr'idespread coiling rechnique.

Thc Guata jiagu¿ mcrho(1, horvever, is more
r;r¡id antl rest¡lrs in srronger lessels, but ir c¿lls
for rursur1.,rt55s(l ntrtsteñ. of 1l):1tcfi¿ls ;rncl gre:rr

I Scc rlso l,Ji¿t¡ Nt)t¿t, r'ol. rr, no. r, lir¡. S,,r,

lNi)/lN NOTE.I

nlanual rlexterin'. The skill of the pomer also
lres in tlrc;rhilirv ro hen.l so rlt;rr rhe h'.rn..ls toL¡clr
the gror.rrrtl anrl then to u'aik rn a small ¡erfect
circle, for the shape of the r.essel is conrincenr on

Frc. 19.-Pottery gricldle, Guataiiagua, Salvatlor. I)iamctcr
zo inches. (t1/tÁ5)

rhe course of the feet. Furthermore, the hands
¡nusc rvork in perfect unison ¿ncl rvith great
Jelic¿o. of touch, rhough the hody be helcl in
¿n ¿rvkrvarcl position. Indeed, the hantls nrove
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with such rapiditv th¿tt the e)'e can scarcely follorv
them, and rvith such grircc ¿s to transform a stolid
chunkl'Inclian girl iuto the verv essence of rh1'th-
mic morior.l. F.in¿llr', the potter lnust be ¿ keen
judge of the viscosity of clav, for lrart of her

teclrnit¡ue is so tlelicate thrt not the hurlr:rn h:rnd

but gravit,v nrust cotnplete the task,

S. K. Lorr¡nop

NOSE-ORNAMENTS OF GOLD

A wr nespnr¡u custoln of wearing ¿n ornanlent
of sonre particular forln ancl m¿teri¿l att¿ched to
the nr¡se h¿s been practisecl in manv ¡arts of the

world. Cert¿in Hindu l¿dies, for inst;rnce, near
a sm¿ll stucl or buton piercing ¿ lobe of the nose,

¿nd in v¿rious l¿ncls the comllron custom is fol-
lowed of weariu¡¡ a ring or a rocl of metal or of
other suit¡ble material through the n¿sal sePtum.

Included in the collection of gold obiects in this
Museurn ¿re :¡ uumber u'hich cloubtless rvere tle-

signed for use as nose-ornalnellts. For convetriencc

of descril'rtion these may be cl¡ssified ¿s of three

general fortns the bar, the ring, ;rnd the discoi,l.
The bar w;rs wonr horizontall,v through the

septum and sonletirnes exteudecl sever¿l inches on

e¿ch side of the rrose. Illustrati<-¡ns in RicharJ-
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son s :rccounr of his journel's in the Far Northr
shorv borh men and women r,vearing the bar t1,pe
of nose-ornalnents which probably were ¡rade of
Jcnr:rlia; th¿r is, two of rhe shells rvere joinecl at
thcir larger exrremiries with a piece of woocl.

The use of nose-orn¿nrents by the natives of
\t¡rth Americ¿ is not believed ro h;rve been re-
cortled easr of rhe Rocky Mount¿in region, bur the
custom prev:riled lnore or less extensively in the
coastal ¿rea of sourhern Alaska, British Columbia,
¡ntl sourhrvard to Mexico, in lvhich l¿st-narned
counrn' it rvas widely distributed and has been
illustr¿tetl profusely in lricture-wri tings and stone-
c.rn'ings. Fronl lVlidtlle Americ¿ rhe f¿rshior-r
ionrinued iuto the South American continent,
s hcrc ir is s¡ill in voflue among many of thc
rribes rvhich have resisced the influence of Cauc¿-
¡ilns. Such articles of aclornment were m¿de nor
onlv r-¡f goltl and orher i)recious merals, but of
5one, ivoq', rvood, shell, srone, and feathers, as
rrell. Indeed any suitable ¿nd ¿ccessible rnateri¿l
,.r'.rs emplo'r'ed for the purpose as occasion de-
:n.rnde,.l . Sometilnes the ornruren ts *'ere clabo-
:¡relr f¿shioned and gaily colored; ¿r orher times a
:rere ¡iece of stick or a bird-<¡uill seemecl to suflice.

Trr-o very om¿te ex¿mples m¿cle of golcl are il-

. 
:-iir John I{ich¡¡tlson, Arctic Scarclring Expcli¡¡e¡, ,.u¡. ,,

;.; rr, rr', London, rS5r.
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