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FIRST SEASQN'S ARCHAEQLOGICAL WORE AT
CAMPANA SAN ANDRES, EL SALVADOR

The first season of archaeological work at a site known as Campana San Andrés,
in the Republic of El Salvador, has been completed by the Middle American Rp.
search Institute of Tulane University, concluding in May 1940 with the coming of
the rains.

The Dimick Archaeological Expedition of this Institute met with gratifying
suceess in this initizl season of what is expected to be perhaps five scasonz of work
at that site. The expedition was financed and directed by Mr. and Mrs. Joho M,
Dimick, and supervised by the writer with the writer's wife as expedition
photographer.

Kind permizsion to conduct archaeclogical work in his country was granted by
Sr Dr Don Miguel Angel Araujo, Ministro de Relaciones Exteriores of the Republic
of El Salvader.

Campana San Andrés iz cloze beside the International Highway at its juncture
with the Rio Sucio, 32 kilometers west of San Salvador. It is in a small valley, on
Finca San Andrés, property of Don Franciseo Duefias. The archaeclogical site is
about three miles in length by approximately two miles in width, and contains at
least 60 distinct mounds. The largest, more than 60 feet in height, is known locally
as the Campana. It is bell-shaped, resting on a large square terrace. Thiz dominant
mound gives its name to the site,

Mounds A, B, C, and D enclose most of two sides of an elevated (or filled) plaza
zome 200 feet zquare, 2t a diztance of about 700 feet from the southwest corner of
the Campana mound, This group obvieusly is second in size and importance to the
Campana mound. Thus work was begun in this enclosure—called Duefias Plaza in
the records of this dig,

Mound A and MMound C were the scene of most intensive operations, but
additional work was done in five other mounds, while & pit approximately & feet
square was sunk to a depth of 11 feet at the interscetion of lines bisecting the centers
of Mound A and Mound C. This was somewhat southeast of the center of the plaza.
Digging of the test-pit was the first act of actual excavation, Thres adobe Soors at
a depth of about 10 fest were encountered, while quantities of scattered small poly-
chrome and undecorated sherds of typical Salvadorean wares were found at all
depths from the surface downward. These sherds are comman over the whole site.

The centers of Mound A and Mound C, fronting the plaza, were excavated Lo a
width of more than 40 feet each, and to & depth of about 20 feet in Mound A and
10 feet in Mound C. Identical types of construction were encountered in each
mound: plaster {“mortera’™) walls and steps, supported by adobe blocks with pot-
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